Petitioner’s Questionnaire

INSTRUCTIONS:

1.
Remember that this is an interview on paper.

2.
Please read the Information Summary before you proceed to answer the questionnaire.  Please sign all pages, where indicated.

3.
Please print or type your responses on 8 1/2" x 11" paper.  Write on one side only and number the pages.  Do not answer the questions by writing on this form.

4.
Please answer all the questions as completely as possible.

5.
Do not use Yes or No answers.  These are of little help in trying to understand your situation.  The questions are meant to serve as suggestions for your reflection on these areas of your life, your former spouse's life, and the marriage itself.  Please give a very detailed explanation of the courtship, the reason(s) for marriage/convalidation, and all the different problems encountered from the beginning of the relationship.

6.
Do not discuss your answers with anyone as this could jeopardize the case.

7.
The collection of your answers to these questions is your deposition; they are your allegations concerning the history of the marriage.  This is a legal document in the Church.  Before you send your deposition back to our office, PLEASE MAKE COPIES of this document and the Statement of the Petitioner, and keep them together with the Information Summary and this Questionnaire with your other important records.

8.
Please be aware that in accord with Canon Law, you and your former spouse have the right to view each other's allegations before the conclusion of this case, along with witness testimony.  Only in cases of very serious danger may your testimony be withheld, and this is done at the Judge's discretion.

9.
Please keep the INFORMATION SUMMARY at hand - both will be a great help to you during the marriage nullity process.

10.
If you have any questions or need help, please contact your Advocate or check your INFORMATION SUMMARY.
11.
DOCUMENTS YOU SHOULD SEND TO OUR OFFICE FOR THIS PROCESS:

a. Petition (page 17)
b. Statement of the Petitioner (pages 18 and 19)

c. Depositions/Allegations/History of the marriage (answers to the questionnaire)

d. List of Witnesses [non-experts and experts] (pages 20 and 21)

e. Certified copy of the Marriage Certificate
f. Certified copy of the Divorce/Dissolution/Civil Annulment decree

g. If you are Catholic, your baptismal certificate (issued within the last six months); if not Catholic, any proof of baptism is optional and will be accepted

h. Catholic Baptismal Certificate of the Respondent (issued within the last six months)



Note:
A certified copy is the copy issued to you by the court/church with their seal on the document or a copy of those documents issued by the court/church and notarized by a Notary Public or your parish priest with the church's seal.

THIS PETITION CANNOT PROCEED IF ANY OF THE ABOVE DOCUMENTS IS MISSING.

QUESTIONNAIRE


A.  FAMILY BACKGROUND
1.
Briefly describe your family background, including a description of your parents' relationship, your relationship with your parents and your relationship with your brothers and sisters.

2.
What is your overall opinion of your childhood and adolescent years in relation to your family, friends and school?  Make note of particular events/problems.

3.
What is your educational background?

4.
Are there any instances of divorce in your family?  If so, did they influence your attitude toward marriage and divorce?

5.
Are there any instances of physical or sexual abuse occurring during your childhood or adolescent years? If so, please answer the following questions:
a. When did the abuse occur?

b. Over what period? (duration)

c. Where did it occur?
City:


State:
d. What was the nature of the abuse (physical, sexual or emotional)?

e. Who was the perpetrator of the abuse?
Name:
f. Is the perpetrator still alive and, if so, where does he or she live?

g. What is the perpetrator’s current occupation?

h. Is the perpetrator currently in a position of trust over minors, such as a teacher or other school worker, coach, doctor, parent or guardian of children under the age of 18?

i. Do you have any reason to believe that the perpetrator is currently abusing any minor?

j. Do you have any reason to believe that the perpetrator abused anyone else?

k. Have you previously reported the abuse to civil authorities? If so, when and where did you make that report?
6.
Have you had a homosexual experience during your adolescent years, or at any other time in your life? If so, what effect or bearing did that have on your decision to marry, or on the marriage itself?

7.
Please answer all of the above questions (1 - 6), regarding your former spouse and his/her family background.

8.
In answering these questions, do you note significant differences in the two families? Please explain.

B. COURTSHIP
1.
How old were the two of you when you started dating each other?

2.
How old were the two of you when you were married?

3.
How did you and your former spouse meet and start dating?

4.
While you were dating, were there any particular problems or interruptions?  How did you deal with these problems and/or interruptions?

5.
How long did you date before you became engaged?  How long were you engaged before you were married?

6.
Describe the level/quality of communication at the time you decided to get married.  Was it honest and open, for example?

7.
Prior to contracting marriage, did you and your former spouse cohabitate?  If so, for how long?  How did this impact your decision to marry, or did it?

8.
How responsible were you for your own lives at the time of marriage?  Do you feel you had the freedom and sense of responsibility for a foundation for marriage?

9.
Had you completed the things you wanted to do as a single person (e.g. education, travel, job experience, etc.)?

10.
Did either of you have any serious doubts or reservations about getting married and/or the future success of the marriage?  If so, please describe them and how they were handled.

11.
Describe the quality of love between the two of you. What kind of love did you have for each other?  Were you in love or was it infatuation? 

12.
Was there any opposition to the marriage from family or friends?  If so, why were they opposed?

13.
Did common and mutually understood goals for the marriage exist?

14.
How well did you know each other (e.g. attitudes, personality traits, etc.)?

15.
Did the two of you have the capacity to accept and follow through with the responsibilities of marriage?

16.
Did you have a basic and realistic understanding of the seriousness of marriage and its responsibilities?

17.
What was the real motive(s) for the marriage?

C.  PREMARITAL INSTRUCTIONS


NOTE:   If there were no instructions, proceed with Section D, PRESSURE TO ENTER THE 
  
    MARRIAGE.

1.
Were there any instructions before the marriage?  If so, of what did they consist?

2.
Did these instructions bring about any difference of opinion or attitude in regard to the marriage?

3.
If there were differences that you became aware of as a result of the premarital instruction, did these problems eventually affect the marriage?


D.  PRESSURE TO ENTER THE MARRIAGE

1.
Was pregnancy involved before the marriage?

2.
If pregnancy was involved, what was your reaction to it?  Your former spouse's reaction?  What was the reaction from your families?

3.
Did you see any choice other than marriage?

4.
If pregnancy was involved and you had not married, would this have seriously influenced your relationship with your respective families?  If so, how?


E.  OTHER PRESSURE TO ENTER THE MARRIAGE

1.
Do you feel you were pressured into the marriage?  If so, what form did the pressure take?  For example, were you the last of a close knit group of friends to be married?  Did you feel that you were getting "too old" to be single?  Were you the last person in your family to marry?  Was it your expectation, or that of your family or friends, to be married by a certain age?  Was another type of pressure present?

2.
Did this pressure leave you with a viable choice other than marriage?

3.
Would you have married, either at the time or at all, if the pressure had not been present?  Explain fully.

4.
Did any significant plans for the future have to be changed because of the pressure to marry?  Did this change in plans cause any resentment or tension in the marriage?

5.
Did the pressure to marry push aside any doubts that existed, thinking you would resolve them later?

6.
Did the pressure prevent you from considering the real implication of married life and its responsibilities?  Please explain in detail.

F.  MARRIED LIFE
1.
From the beginning of the marriage, were you both happy with the choice of marriage?  Explain in detail.

2.
Do you feel that both of you were working together to make the necessary adjustment to married life or were you letting married life develop on its own?

3.
Was the initial adjustment to married life delayed for any reason (military, school, etc)?
4.
Did you discover anything about each other soon after the marriage that you think you should have known about before you entered marriage?  If so, do you feel that it was covered up intentionally?  Explain in detail.

5.
Were there any areas of married life which were particularly difficult for either of you?  If so, what were they and how were they handled?  Please explain in detail.

6.
Did both of you understand your various responsibilities in the marriage?  Were they fulfilled?

7.
Did you and your former spouse attempt to deepen your marriage through communication and mutual decision making?

8.
When did the first serious problems begin to appear in the marriage?  What form did these take?  (When answering, try to give specific times. For example: The first really serious problems appeared in the first few months or the first year of the marriage and the problem consisted of...).

9.
Were there mutual attempts to try to deal with and resolve these problems, or did you simply let them go away by themselves?  Explain in detail.

10.
Were there any separations during the course of the marriage?  When did they occur (first year, last, etc.)?  What caused them?  How were they resolved?  Please explain in detail.

11.
Why did the marriage last as long as it did?  Please explain in detail.


G.  PERMANENCE OF MARRIAGE
1.
Did both of you go into the marriage with at least the intellectual understanding that marriage was meant to be a permanent, life-long commitment?

2.
Do you feel that this was actually the type of commitment which you made to each other as opposed to simply hoping that it would become a life-long commitment?

3.
During the marriage, did you have close friends who influenced your decision for a divorce?  If so, were these people also divorced?  Please explain in detail.

4.
Were both of you settled enough in your own lives and strong enough in your own relationship to take on such a commitment with a hope for success?  Please explain in detail.

5.
Did either of you go into the marriage setting any conditions which would have to be met in the marriage if the marriage was to continue?  For example, entrance into the Church, completion of education, etc.  Please explain in detail.

6.
Did either party appear to be living like a single person, despite the fact of being married?  Please explain in detail.

7.
Did either party spend an excessive amount of time away from home other than time at work or reasonable recreation?


H.  SEXUAL ASPECT OF MARRIAGE
1.
Did both of you see sex as an integral part of the marriage and also as a way of showing true love for each other as opposed to just using each other?

2.
Did either party show any sexual attitudes or ask for practices which were unacceptable to the other party?

3.
Were there problems of a sexual nature in the marriage?  If so, what were they and how were they handled?  For example, if there were problems, did you attempt to resolve them through open and honest discussion or counseling?

4.
Was there a problem with impotence?

5.
If impotence was a problem, was it functional or psychological?  What do you think caused it?  Was anything done to correct it?  What were the results?

6.
Was there ever any surgery which may have affected the sexual aspect of the marriage?  For example, tubal ligation, vasectomy, hysterectomy, etc.  If there was surgery, what was done and why?  How did it affect the sexual aspect of your marriage?

7.
Are you homosexual or heterosexual in your sexual orientation?  If you are homosexual in your sexual orientation, when do you believe you first began to be attracted to those of your sex?  How did this affect your view of yourself?  How did this affect your relationship with your former spouse, either before or after the marriage?  How did this affect your decision to marry?

8.
Please answer question #7 in regard to your former spouse.

I.  CHILDREN
1.
Prior to the marriage in question, had you and your former spouse discussed the possibility of having children once married? Did you discuss the size of the family and when to start having children? What did you decide?
2.
Do you feel that both of you were comfortable enough with the responsibility of married life to consider taking on the added responsibility of children from the marriage?  Explain your response.

3.
Were the two of you strong enough in your own relationship to provide a healthy environment in which to bring up a child or children?

4.
How many children were born from this marriage?  Please provide their names and dates of birth.

5.
Did both of you want children from the marriage?  If not, who did not and why?  Please explain in detail.

6.
Were contraceptives used?  What was used, and with what consistency?


NOTE:  If no children were born from the marriage, continue with section J, NO CHILDREN.  If children    were born from the marriage, finish this section and continue with section K, FIDELITY.
7.
Were you and your former spouse actually united in the way you felt that the child(ren) would be raised?  (For example, religion, education, discipline and other values, etc.)

8.
Did either party show any jealousy or seem to be in competition with the child(ren)?

9.
Did either of you set any conditions which had to be met before children were considered?  If so, when were they set?  Were they met?  Please explain in detail.

10.
Who was given primary physical custody of the minor child(ren), if any?

11.
If the court ordered child support and/or alimony, are these obligations being met?  If not, please explain in detail.

12.
Are you and your former spouse presently involved in civil litigation concerning the custody of your child or children?  If so, please explain.

13.
If there was a child (or children) from this marriage, were either of you accused by anyone of child abuse or neglect in any way?  Please explain the circumstances.  Were either of you ever arrested or convicted of abuse or neglect?  If so, please explain the circumstances.

J.  NO CHILDREN
1.
If one party to the marriage wanted children and the other did not, what were the reasons given for this?  When did you find out that children were being excluded from the marriage?  Please explain in detail.

2.
If one party wanted a child, was he/she refused?  Why?

3.
Was anything used to ensure that there would be no children from the marriage?  What was used and with what consistency?

4.
Was this to be a temporary or permanent exclusion of children?

5.
Did either or both of you set any conditions which had to be met before children would be born of the marriage?  When were these conditions set?  Were the conditions met?

K. FIDELITY
1.
Did both of you regard fidelity as an essential part of your commitment to each other in the marriage?  If not, please explain in detail.

2.
Did either party reserve the right to associate with others to whatever degree of intimacy he/she desired, despite the fact of being married?

3.
Were there any problems with fidelity in the marriage?  If so, when did you become aware of these?  Please explain in detail.

4.
Do you feel the infidelity may have been a symptom of deeper problems or lack of feeling in regard to the marriage in general?

5.
If there were actually problems with fidelity in the course of the marriage, were there any serious attempts to re-establish a relationship of which fidelity was a part?

6.
Were there any cultural factors which may have influenced the attitude toward fidelity?  For example, was it acceptable for one party to be unfaithful while demanding fidelity of the other party?

L.  PSYCHOLOGICAL/PHYSICAL PROBLEMS
1.
Was there any serious physical or emotional imbalance (e.g. date or spousal abuse or rape, substance abuse, addiction, depression, anxiety attacks, etc.) either prior to or during the course of the marriage on either part?  If so, what form did this take?  Please explain in detail.  What effect did this have on your decision to marry and/or that of your former spouse?

2.
What treatment was sought for this and what were the results?  For instance, did either of you receive in-patient or out-patient treatment at a clinic or other institution for this?  If so, how long did this last?  Please explain the circumstances.  Also, please include the therapist, clinic or agency on the LIST OF WITNESSES under “EXPERTS”.

3.
If this occurred before the marriage, were you aware of it or was it concealed from you?  If it was concealed from you, would you have gone through with the marriage if you had known about it?

4.
Was any professional diagnosis ever offered in regard to this particular situation?  By whom, when, and what was the actual diagnosis?

M.  VALIDATION IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

NOTE:
If you or your former spouse are Catholic and the two of you were first married civilly, by a Judge, or  by a non-Catholic  minister and later had your marriage validated (blessed) in the Catholic Church, you  must complete this section.  Otherwise, skip to Section N, END OF THE MARRIAGE.  

1.
Why was the marriage not celebrated in the Catholic Church from the beginning?  Please explain in detail.

2.
Did either of you miss being able to receive the Sacraments during the course of the marriage?

3.
When did the first serious discussion of marriage in the Church arise?  Please explain in detail.

4.
Did either party to the marriage feel that having the marriage validated in the Church was unnecessary, i.e., that you were already married, etc.?  Please explain in detail.

5.
Please describe the quality of your married life at the time the marriage in question was validated in the Church.

6.
Was anyone, such as parents, pushing to have the marriage validated?  If so, explain in detail.

7.
Did the priest who worked with you in preparing the validation explain that this was THE marriage as far as the Church was concerned and that it required a true renewal of marital consent with all the qualities, such as permanence, fidelity and openness to children, which the Church considers essential?  If not, please give an account of your understanding of what this "validation" meant to you and to your former spouse.

8.
Was a new act of consent given by each of you or do you feel that only one of you gave a new act of consent?  Please explain.

9.
What was the actual motive for having the marriage blessed in the Church?  For example, was the motive to solve problems in the marriage, to return to the Sacraments, to have a baby baptized, to restore a relationship with a particular family member, or was some other motive involved?  Please explain in detail.

10.
Were both of you happy and enthusiastic about having the marriage blessed in the Church?  If not, explain in detail.

11.
Do you think that following the validation of the marriage in the Church, you and your former spouse had a greater sense of the value of the sacramentality of marriage and worked harder at improving the marriage?

12.
If there was pressure present, how much did this influence having the marriage validated?  Would you have done this if the pressure had not been present?  Why?  Please explain in detail.

N.  END OF THE MARRIAGE
1.
Please describe in detail the events which led up to the final separation and civil process of ending the marriage.

2.
Were there any efforts at counseling to try to bring about reconciliation?  If counseling was sought, from whom was this sought and with what results?

O.  ADDITIONS
1.
Why have you petitioned the Tribunal at this time?  Are you involved in an RCIA program or 
anticipating a new marriage?  Please explain.

2.
What do you know about the Respondent’s present circumstances, i.e., single, remarried, etc.?

3.
Do you have anything to add which has not been covered, but which would enable the Metropolitan Tribunal of the Archdiocese of Denver to have as complete an initial picture of the marital situation as possible?

NOTE:

BEFORE YOU RETURN YOUR ANSWERS TO OUR OFFICE, MAKE YOUR OWN COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT AND KEEP IT FOR YOUR RECORDS.  
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