
Service Opportunities 

 

Christ in the City 

 

Christ in the City is a holistic service program that integrates charitable works with Catholic spirituality 

in helping young people serve the homeless of Denver. You can share a meal with homeless youth or 

help serve lunch to those in need. Their mission statement is: "Loving until it hurts in order to serve 

those most in need." For volunteer opportunities, call 303-952-9743. For more information go to: 

https://christinthecity.org/ 

 

Sandwich Line 

 

As part of the St. Elizabeth of Hungary mission statement, the community serves the poor with a daily 

soup and sandwich line for the homeless. By the grace of God and the generosity of the parishioners, 

they feed, clothe and nurture the less fortunate. Each day around 9:30am, a team of volunteers 

assembles in the kitchen to begin the cooking process. For info on volunteering at the Sandwich Line for 

the homeless go to: https://www.stelizabethdenver.org/outreach/ 

 

Food Bank of the Rockies 

 

Volunteers must be at least 14 years old and need to come dressed in clothes appropriate for 

warehouse work, including close-toed shoes. Please call to schedule a time to volunteer. For 

information go to: www.foodbankrockies.org 

 

Catholic Charities 
 

As the charitable arm of the Archdiocese of Denver, Catholic Charities serves thousands of people each 

year in three interlocking areas: Women’s Services, Family and Child Care Services, and Housing and 

Shelter Services. They are also a first responder in disaster relief services, such as the 2013 floods in 

northern Colorado. Hundreds of volunteers donate their time and talent to Catholic Charities. For 

information on how your group might volunteer go to: https://ccdenver.org/volunteer/ 
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Amusement Park Attractions 

Elitch Gardens Theme Park 
 

Elitch Gardens is full of world-class thrills and adventure -all at a MILE HIGH! For regular admission 

information, group sales as well as details of rides and attractions, check out: 

http://www.elitchgardens.com/ 

Water World 
 

Water World is one of America's largest family water parks, spread out over 64 acres. 

They offer the largest variety of attractions among water parks. Picnics are welcome and parking is 

free. For admission information go to: http://www.waterworldcolorado.com/ 

 

Catholic Pilgrimage Sites 
 

Mother Cabrini Shrine 
 

Mother Cabrini Shrine located beyond the foothills of Golden, Colorado, was established by Saint 

Frances Xavier Cabrini, the first American citizen to be canonized a saint. The shrine site began as a 

summer camp for orphan children and for the purpose of spreading the gospel. With her beatification 

in 1938, the property became a place of prayer, pilgrimage and devotion to Mother Cabrini and the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus. There is a 22-foot statue of Jesus that awaits you after a gradual climb of 373 

steps. 

 

Mother Cabrini Shrine has been designated as a Denver Archdiocesan Pilgrimage Site for the Year of 

Mercy. On Sunday, December 13, the Holy Doors of the chapel were decorated, blessed and opened. 

Everyone is welcome to make a pilgrimage to the Shrine. Pilgrimage site cards are available to be 

stamped upon request. For information go to: http://www.mothercabrinishrine.org/ 

 

Chapel on the Rock (St. Catherine of Siena Chapel) 
 

Each year, thousands of people make their way to Allenspark, Colorado (near Estes Park) to visit the 

Chapel. Pope John Paul II prayed at the chapel during his visit to Denver for World Youth Day in 1993; 

he blessed the chapel afterwards. Even after a fire destroyed the majority of the St. Malo Retreat 

Center in 2011 the Chapel on the Rock remained open. In 2013, a massive flood and landslide took 

out thousands of trees and rendered much of the site unusable. Still the Chapel stands as an eloquent 

symbol of God’s enduring love and mercy. 
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The Archdiocese of Denver is pleased to announce plans to preserve the beauty and rich history of 

Chapel on the Rock (St. Catherine of Siena Chapel), the Pope Saint John Paul II trail and a new visitor 

and heritage center. More information: http://www.campstmalo.org/ 

 

Outdoor Adventures 
 

Red Rocks Park and Amphitheater 
 

Nestled in the Rocky Mountain Foothills fifteen miles west of Denver, Red Rocks is a geologically 

formed, open- air amphitheater that is not duplicated anywhere in the world. The majestic setting of 

the world-famous concert venue, along with the panoramic view of Denver, makes for a breathtaking 

scene. At an elevation of 6,200 feet above sea level, this diverse environment allows the visitor to see 

plants, birds and animals of the Great Plains and Rocky Mountains. The Visitor Center provides guests 

with an amazing performer’s hall of fame display, an interactive educational display featuring the 

geologic and musical history of Red Rocks. The park is open 5 a.m. to 11 p.m. daily, free of charge. On 

event days, tourists are permitted until 5 p.m. for more information go to: 

http://redrocksonline.com/ 

 

Mount Evans 
 

Mount Evans is the road into the sky. Drive from 8,700 feet at Idaho Springs just off Interstate 70 up 

to 14,240 feet to the summit. You will pass through 3 life zones, passing ancient trees, lakes and 

forest to the land above timberline. It can be 90 degrees in Denver and 40 degrees at the top of 

Mount Evans. Mountain goats and bighorn sheep may greet you as you climb to the top of the 

world. All 14 miles of the road from the entrance station to the Mount Evans summit parking area 

(14,130) are paved. From there, you can hike the last 130 feet (about 1/4 mile walk) to the top at 

14,264 feet. After you have made this climb, you can tell all your friends: "I climbed a 14,000-foot 

mountain in Colorado!" There is a park fee per vehicle. For details go to: 

https://www.denver.org/things-to-do/day-trips-around-colorado/mount-evans/ 

 

Rocky Mountain National Park & Estes Park 
 

Estes Park is located on Highway 36 about 20 miles west of Boulder. The town of Estes Park has 

quaint shops and restaurants and is very pedestrian friendly. Estes Park is the east entrance of Rocky 

Mountain National Park, the third most visited National Park in the U.S. and home of some of the 

highest peaks in the Rockies. Inside the park follows Trail Ridge Rd., which climbs over 12,000 feet 
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with mountain views all around. The park also boasts over 300 miles of walking trails. Day passes can 

be purchased per automobile or per person. For more information go to: http://www.nps.gov/romo 

 

Garden of the Gods Nature Center 
 

The Garden of the Gods is located near Colorado Springs, south of Denver on Interstate 25. This park 

has towering sandstone rock formations against the backdrop of Pikes Peak. Admission is free! It is 

easy to drive through this park, stop in the various parking areas and walk around to catch the sites. 

For more information go to: http://www.gardenofgods.com/ 

 

Parks and Trails 
 

There are many trails, parks, and open space less than an hour’s drive from the Gaylord of the Rockies. 

See http://www.bouldercounty.org or http://jeffco.us/community/things-to-do-in-jeffco/ 

 

Exhibits and Museums 

Denver Museum of Nature and Science 
 

The Denver Museum of Nature & Science is one of the top family attractions in Denver. Explore 

fantastic fossils, stimulating space science activities, view amazing gems and minerals, Egyptian 

mummies, and much more. 

Watch exciting IMAX films and one of the best planetariums in the country. For 

information go to: http://www.dmns.org/ 

 

Denver Zoo 
 

The Denver Zoo, located in City Park, spans over 75 acres and is home to over 4,000 different 

animals, representing over 650 species. That means a rare look at exotic animals like leopards, king 

cobras, black rhinos, coral reef fish, elephants, zebras, vampire bats, gorillas and more. For 

information go to: http://www.denverzoo.org/ 
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Dinosaur Ridge 
 

The Dinosaur Ridge area is one of the world's most famous dinosaur fossil localities. Here in 1877, 

some of the best-known dinosaurs were first discovered. Today, Dinosaur Ridge is a destination for 

over 70,000 dinosaur enthusiasts, students of all ages, and nature aficionados each year. There are 

several options that you have when planning a visit to dinosaur Ridge, including FREE self-guided 

tours. (Note: located near Mother Cabrini Shrine) For more information go to: 

http://www.dinoridge.org/ 

 

Downtown Aquarium 
 

The Downtown Aquarium is home to over 500 species of animals and birds including lionfish, 

otters, sharks, snakes, sting rays and eels. The complex is at 700 Water St. just off Interstate 25 

near downtown. For more information go to: 

http://www.aquariumrestaurants.com/downtownaquariumdenver/ 

 

Colorado History Museum 
 

Located near downtown, History Colorado is designed to ignite imaginations of all ages about 

Colorado history. This new museum and hub for civic engagement creates a rich experience for 

visitors through exhibits and programs that blend technology, media, environments and artifacts. 

For more information go to: http://www.historycolorado.org/ 

 

Wings Over the Rockies Air and Space Museum 
 

From a B-52 to the Star Wars X-wing signed by Harrison Ford and other cast members, this museum 

features dozens of historic airplanes, space vehicles and interactive exhibits. Guests can explore the 

past, present and future of flight as they walk through the 1930s Air Force hangar. The museum 

preserves the history of Lowry Air Force Base’s operations from 1938 to 1994 in its collections, 

archives and research library. More information: http://wingsmuseum.org/visit/ 
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