Signs of Child Abuse and Neglect

No single sign confirms a child or youth is a victim of child abuse and neglect. However,
the presence of multiple signs may indicate a need for concern and further assessment.

Emotional Abuse Physical Abuse ‘

Sexual Abuse Child Sex Trafficking

» Any form of abuse or neglect
may occur while a child is in the
care of an institution

o If maltreatment is caused by
employees of the institution, it
is institutional abuse

» Make a report immediately upon
becoming aware maltreatment
is occurring while in the care of
an institution

We all play a role in preventing child abuse and neglect.
1-844-CO-4-KIDS
(1-844-264-5437)
A@ COLORADO CO4Kids.org
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Red Flags of Grooming Behavior

Child molesters need three things to operate: access, privacy, and control. There are usually specific red flags displayed
when an adult is trying to gain access, privacy, and control.

Priv;:y
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Control

« Looks for opportunities to be
alone with children, such as
taking them to the bathroom;
offering private lessons,
rides, or tutoring; meeting
in private spaces out of the
sight of others; or staying
late on a job or premises
where there are children.

- Ignores policies and breaks rules
regarding privacy with children.

- Discourages other adults from
participating in or monitoring his
or her activities with children.

« Communicates privately with
children via e-mail messages,
instant messages, texting,
or social networking sites.

Report observations. What specific behavior worries you? What evidence of a concern do you have? On a piece of paper
ahead of time, jot down notes on who, what, where, when, and why.

Report GROOMING behavior to the Archdiocese, Confidential
Report Line at 720-239-2832 or Reporting@archden.org

Empowering Our Children

As we enter our 16th year of teaching the children entrusted to the care of the Archdiocese Religious Education Programs and
Catholic Schools, we are launching a new evidenced based program, Teaching Safety — Empowering God'’s Children™. This
program is a vehicle through which parents, teachers and catechists give children and young people the tools they need to protect
themselves from those who might harm them.

The lessons focus on an age-appropriate discussion of touching safety, relative to the specific roles that different people play in
a child’s life. All of the lessons stress the importance of keeping private body parts “private” and of telling a trusted adult about ARCHDIOCESE
anyone’s behavior that causes a child to feel uncomfortable or threatened. DEN\/ER

We believe this more robust curriculum will allow the Archdiocese of Denver to enhance our Promise to Protect and Pledge to Heal.



