November 2 — All Souls

Homily key: “...everyone who sees the Son and believes in him may have eternal life....”
Goal or Take-Away from the Homily: How we live matters

Potential Talking Points:

We should have confidence in eternal life and that should bring us peace (1% Reading: “The souls of the just are in the
hands of God and no torment shall touch them... they are in peace...yet is their hope full of immortality.)

1*treading: “God tried them and found them worthy of himself.” How can we live worthy of God? Keep the
commandments including the 3™ one — congratulations on being here today! Live the beatitudes. Live the Golden Rule. Be
merciful as God is merciful with us. Love selflessly (1 Cor 13:5: Love does not seek its own interests.)

Be generous stewards. We don’t wait until we have everything to be generous.” If we truly believe the gospel, we can’t
help but be generous. The ultimate generosity was our Savior giving himself for us. What are these temporal things we have
compared to his life?

If we haven’t been able to tithe yet in life, at least be generous with the Church in your estate plans. It should be the
easiest gift you will ever make because you will have left it behind. (The Catholic Foundation is our partner and can be
yours if you need any assistance with your estate planning.) Most likely, all of us have something worth leaving to the
Church. Always remember that God is never outdone in generosity.

One gift you can leave this world with is a will and written down funeral plans so that your loved ones know your wishes.
There are too many stories to tell of left behind loved ones ending up with irreconcilable differences as they argued over
what to do with a loved one’s body/ estate, etc. Don’t be one of the >50% of Americans without a will which leaves things
in the hands of the state.

Are you thinking of souls today you wish you could have one last conversation with? To issue an apology and ask for
forgiveness? To tell them you loved them? Do so. We believe in the communion of saints, we believe they are alive, just
like we can pray to the saints, we can talk/ pray to our departed loved ones. Tell them what you wished you could tell
them. Ask for their forgiveness if appropriate. The great news is that the most important forgiveness, God’s, is just a
confession away!

Are you concerned about where a departed loved one might be now? Pray for them. Ask God to take today’s prayers and
since God is outside of time, to use them at that moment they died so they received God’s mercy and love right then.
Continue to pray for them. The Divine Mercy chaplet in particular along with having Masses said for them is recommended.
And, if you have any cremains of a loved one at your home, please get them buried or into a mausoleum asap. Please call
Mt Olivet for assistance. The bodies of all the departed are sacred, and should be handled as the Church teaches.

Are you concerned about God’s love for you right now, because of the trials you've faced? Remember St. James letter 1:2:
“Consider it all joy...when you encounter various trials.” Or St. Paul in Romans 8:18: The sufferings of this present time are
as nothing compared with the glory to be revealed to us. That is echoed in St. Faustina who said: “If we were to see the
differences among the degrees of glory in heaven, we would willingly suffer anything on earth just to move one degree
higher.” Clearly, the way we live life has eternal consequences.

Today is a good day to be reminded that my days on this earth are numbered... maybe in the few, maybe in the thousands,
but they are finite. As | think of the souls that have gone before me, am | peace about where they are now? Will my loved
ones be at peace about where | am after | am gone? The past is past, but today begins my future. Regardless of whether |
have let the Holy Spirit within me become dormant so to speak, may we pray today that the Holy Spirit within us ignites
into flame so that we live as a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ, may we be a light to the world, may we be like Jesus in
bringing God’s love, mercy, and generosity to others.



