November 2, 2025: John 6:37-40
Am | prepared for eternal life?

Homily Takeaway

This life is not the end. In Christ, death is not a wall but a doorway — a passage into eternal
life with God. Our hope as Christians is not rooted in the temporary but in the promise of
resurrection. All Souls’ Day is a reminder that those who have died are not lost to us
forever, but held in the loving hands of God. We need to live our lives not for today but for

eternity.

Suggested Opening Question:

e “Hereis a questionto ponder: Do llive myself focused on life in this world or in
preparation for eternal life with the Heavenly Father? For there is a difference.”

Talking Points
1. God’s Will Is to Save, Not to Lose
e Jesus says, “I shall not lose anything of what he gave me.”
e God’s deepest desire is that no one is lost. He holds each soul with infinite care.
e Thisis not wishful thinking — it’s a divine promise.
e Evenin death, we are not abandoned.
2. Death Is a Doorway, Not an Ending
e Our culture often sees death as the end — but for Christians, it is a beginning.
e At baptism, we are marked for eternal life.
e The Eucharist we celebrate is a foretaste of the heavenly banquet.

e AllSouls’ Dayis a moment to lift our gaze beyond the grave to the promise of

resurrection.
3. We Are a People of Memory and Hope

¢ Today we remember the dead — not as shadows of the past, but as beloved souls
living that were created by God and loved unconditionally by God.

e« Our prayers for the dead are acts of love that connect us to them.

¢ Hopeis not denial of grief; it is the anchor that holds us through it.



e As St. Paul wrote, “We do not grieve as those who have no hope” (1 Thessalonians
4:13).

4. Living With Eternity in View
e If our true home is with God, how should that shape how we live now?
e Eternallife begins not after we die, but the moment we believe.

e Letourchoices, relationships, and values reflect the reality that we are citizens of
heaven.

e Live in a way that prepares us — and helps others prepare — for the fullness of life
with God.

Suggested Closing Line for the Homily

e “Brothers and sisters, today we stand between memory and hope — remembering
those we love, and trusting the God who promised, ‘I shall raise them on the last
day.’ Let us live not as people bound by fear of death, but as children destined for
eternal life.”

Additional Resources

1. Scripture References
e John 11:25-26 —“| am the resurrection and the life.”
¢ Romans 8:38-39 — “Nothing can separate us from the love of God.”
e 1Thessalonians 4:13-18 — Hope in the resurrection.
¢ Revelation 21:1-4 — “He will wipe away every tear.”
2. Church Teaching

e Catechism of the Catholic Church 88 988-1019 — The resurrection of the body and
life everlasting.

e Spe Salvi (Pope Benedict XVI) — On Christian hope.

e [umen Gentium 850 — The Communion of Saints.



