
November 23, 2025: Luke 23:35-43 

Am I prepared? 

Homily Takeaway 

If Christ is truly my King, then my life must be oriented toward His Kingdom — including 
how I prepare for my final day. Preparing for the end of life is not about fear; it is about faith, 
trust, and readiness to meet the King face to face. 

Suggested Opening Question: 

• Which have you prepared more for… Thanksgiving or your end of life? 

Talking Points 

1. The Good Thief Teaches Us About Final Surrender 

• In the final moments of his life, the good thief turns to Jesus and says, “Remember 
me when you come into your Kingdom.” 

• He doesn’t cling to his past or his possessions — he looks to the King. 

• His preparation happens in a single, honest moment of conversion. 

• This shows us: preparation for the end isn’t about control, but about relationship. 

2. Preparing for the End Is an Act of Faith 

• If we truly believe Christ is King, then we know life doesn’t end with death — it 
continues in His Kingdom. 

• Preparation is about living now with the reality of eternity in view. 

• It’s not morbid; it’s wise. Jesus Himself repeatedly calls His disciples to be ready. 

• “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit.” (Luke 12:35) 

3. Earthly Kings Promise Power — Christ Promises Paradise 

• Earthly kingdoms fade. Wealth, achievements, and control will not follow us beyond 
the grave. 

• Christ oQers something far greater: eternal life. 

• Preparation is about choosing now what will matter then. 

• Our loyalty to the King is shown not by what we say, but by how we live and how we 
let Him reign in our hearts. 



4. Concrete Ways to Prepare for the End of Life in Christ 

Preparing for eternal life is both spiritual and practical: 

• Spiritual Readiness 

o Daily prayer and sacramental life (especially Eucharist and Reconciliation). 

o Acts of mercy and forgiveness — clearing the heart of unfinished business. 

o Deepening personal relationship with Christ, not just belief about Him. 

• Practical Readiness 

o Talking openly with loved ones about faith, funeral wishes, and hopes for 
eternal life. 

o Planning your funeral and cemetery arrangements. 

o Making choices now that reflect trust in God’s promises, not fear of death. 

o Witnessing to others what it looks like to live with eternity in view. 

5. Hope, Not Fear 

• Christ the King is not a ruler who waits to condemn — He is a King who opens the 
gates of Paradise. 

• The good thief reminds us that even in our last breath, mercy awaits us. 

• But it is far wiser to prepare now, so that when our final moment comes, our hearts 
are already turned toward the King.phasize hope: Christian preparation is not fear of 
dying, but joyful expectation of meeting the King. 

Suggested Closing Line for the Homily 

• “If Christ is truly our King, then preparing for our end is not a burden — it’s an act of 
love and trust. When the final moment comes, may we, like the good thief, look to 
Him and hear the words every heart longs for: ‘Today you will be with me in 
Paradise.’” 

Additional Resources 

1. Scripture References 

• Luke 12:35–40 — “Be ready, for the Son of Man will come at an hour you do not 
expect.” 



• Matthew 25:1–13 — Parable of the wise and foolish virgins. 

• Philippians 3:20 — “Our citizenship is in heaven.” 

• John 14:1–3 — “I go to prepare a place for you.” 

2. Church Teaching 

• Catechism of the Catholic Church §§ 1005–1014 — The Christian meaning of death 
and preparation. 

• CCC §541 — The Kingdom of God is at hand. 

• Lumen Gentium §48 — The Church’s journey toward her fulfillment in heaven. 

• Pope Pius XI, Quas Primas — Christ’s reign and eternal kingship. 

 


