
November 23rd – Christ the King 
Homily Talking Points for Respect at the End of Life 

“Today you will be with me in paradise” 
 
Goal or Take-Away from the Homily:    
 
 How we die matters 
 
Talking Points: 
 

• Christ the King – the climax of the liturgical year – shows us our destiny – God’s desire 
for us is to be with the King in glory 

• The good thief teaches us that how we die matters 

• To be intentional about our final chapters in life is important 
o Advance funeral planning (so many of our kids have fallen away and to express 

our wishes for a Catholic funeral is crucial). 
▪ We can choose funeral home and cemetery 
▪ We can pre-select our readings and music 
▪ We can pay in advance for plots and funeral expenses (at today’s rates) so 

our kids don’t have to bear that burden at the time of our death 
o Advance directives and power of attorney – according to Catholic teaching 
o Estate planning – clarify our wishes for our heirs 
o Have the conversation with the kids about your wishes 

▪ Hospice and palliative care 
▪ Ideal death – Divine Mercy – Sacraments – Rosary 
▪ Power of attorney / proxy decision maker 

• Many of us have been at the deathbed of loved ones – how beautiful a Catholic death 
can be 

o Medical decisions made with clear understanding of Catholic teaching 
o Surrounded by loved ones gathered in prayer 
o Receiving anointing, the Apostolic Pardon, and viaticum 
o Welcomed home by the King 

 
 
Additional Resources:  
 

• The Archdiocese has many trustworthy resources to help with all this 
o Catholic Funeral and Cemetery Services (Mt. Olivet) 
o Emmaus Hospice – end of life & palliative care 
o The Catholic Foundation – planned charitable giving / list of lawyers for advance 

planning 


