Nov 8-9, 2025

November 9: The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
Homily key: “...our bodies are temples of God”

Goal or Take-Away from the Homily: How we live matters

Potential Talking Points:

The temple of God” is used two-fold. The temple of God is used as a building —as a
place to worship God—that’s what this beautiful church is, and it is used to describe
our bodies that have received the gift of God’s Holy Spirit. We are a temple of God—
that has repercussions while we live and when we die. When we die, we are called to
treat the body as sacred which is why we want it buried all together in a grave, crypt,
or mausoleum. 3 chapters later from our 2™ reading in 1 Corinthians, we read: “Do
you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have
from God, and that you are not your own? For you have been purchased at a price.
Therefore glorify God in your body.” The “price” was Jesus dying on the cross for us.
Yes, Jesus died for us so that our sins could be forgiven and we could be saved for
eternal life with God in Heaven. What joy to know that heaven is in our future.

We are saved by God’s grace alone, so, do our actions in this life, “life # 1” as | call it,
have any bearing on our eternal life to come—what | refer to as “life # 2”? | just
qguoted Scripture that said we are to glorify God in our body. Evidently, and | think
we’d all agree, what we DO does matter. Do we hurt others or help others? It
matters, right? St. Paul wrote in Philippians 4:17: “it is not that | am eager for the gift,
rather, | am eager for the profit that accrues to your account.” “The profit that accrues
to our account” makes it sound like there is an accounting for our actions, and we
won’t all be treated identically. Evidently, the call to be as holy as possible and be
generous stewards of all God has entrusted to us will have a bearing on our eternal life
to come.

Somehow though, many in today’s culture think we’ll all end up in Heaven all the same
--regardless of our faith, regardless of our actions, regardless | guess of everything. But
in Matthew 11, Jesus warns his audience about their behavior as he repeatedly said
“on the day of judgment.” As we transition from life # 1 to life # 2, St. Paul’s words in
2 Cor 5:10 will be relevant: “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,
so that each may receive recompense, according to what he did in the body, whether
good or evil.” To “receive recompense according to what he did” does not make it
sound like we’ll all end up being treated identical.



Are we prepared for judgment; prepared to render an account to God of our lives, of
our generosity? You may recall in Scripture (Jn 9:40) where we hear the Pharisees say:
“you are not calling us blind, are you? Hopefully, our culture, which doesn’t encourage
holiness or tithing or almsgiving, hasn’t created a “blind spot” in God’s teaching on the
subject.

I’ve heard people half-jokingly, half-seriously say: | just hope | get into Purgatory.
Based upon revelations to a # of saints and others through the centuries, that’s foolish.
In fact, they say that the smallest measure of suffering in Purgatory is far more intense
than the severest pains on earth, so we won’t want to be there any longer than we
absolutely have to. Now is the time to behave and allocate some of our efforts with
our eternal life in mind.

| want to use 2 extreme examples to leave us something to think about. Imagine a
holiness spectrum and at one end is Exhibit A who was a bad person, but they asked
for God’s mercy and forgiveness and will be welcomed into eternal life. But God is also
just. And God’s justice demands that Exhibit A spend time in Purgatory being purified
of his sins so that he can spend the rest of eternity in Heaven. But, even post-
Purgatory, would God’s justice allow him to have the same heavenly experience as
someone at the other end of the holiness spectrum, let’s say Mother Teresa? No. So
Exhibit A might get to heaven with the capacity for joy, peace, and love of this water
bottle while Mother Teresa’s capacity might be this church.

| did not say we could behave or buy our way into heaven; we are saved by God’s grace
alone. And I’'m not preaching the “prosperity Gospel” where everything comes up
roses in this life, but St. Faustina wrote: if we were to see the differences among the
degrees of glory in heaven, we would willingly suffer anything on earth just to move
one degree higher. St. Paul said it this way in Rom 8:18: “...the sufferings of this
present time are as nothing compared with the glory to be revealed for us.”

Jesus came, died, rose, and ascended into Heaven not so as for us to have perfection in
this life or to take away all our sorrows, but so that we may have an eternal life
without sorrow! We all know we will die and that eternal life is longer than this life,
right? I'd suggest the most important thing in this life is living in a way to maximize
our eternal life experience.



I’d like to invite you to probably the simplest way to put something into that
heavenly “account” that St. Paul wrote about to the Philippians that | mentioned
earlier in this homily, and build your capacity for love, joy, and peace for eternity.
Make a choice for the virtue of generosity (and good stewardship in the Lord’s eyes)
and put our Church in your estate plans with your will, or as a beneficiary of an asset
you own like an IRA, life insurance policy, or even your home. This should be the
easiest gift we will ever make, because we didn’t have to change anything while we
lived, it is only what we’ll leave behind that we are being generous with. This can be a
great blessing, especially if we haven’t been able to tithe and alms-give throughout our
lives.

If you are thinking, my family needs it all. Well, of course they do. But, isn’t God the
source of all blessings? Do we trust in God? Do we really think that giving our family
100% of what we have will bless them and us more than carving out some for God and
leaving them the rest?

Local priest Fr. John Nepil, writes in his new book: “humans desire to make gifts, they
cannot find themselves apart from gift giving. The Church beautifully described this at
the Second Vatican Council as the law of self-gift. “Man, who is the only creature on
earth which God willed for itself, cannot find himself except through a sincere gift of
himself.” Jesus said: “I give you a new commandment: love one another.” In St.
Paul’s Epistles, he used 5 different terms to describe the act of giving. One
underscores that generosity is not peripheral to Christian ministry; it is ministry. The
distribution of funds is as much a work of the Gospel mission as preaching or healing —
which is probably why Jesus spoke about stewardship so often.

St. Paul’s words in Galatians 6:10 remind us: “do good to all, but especially to those
who belong to the family of the faith.”

Our Church needs us-both to support the physical temple and the people in it, and
someday, your current support of our parish will not be possible—wouldn’t you like to
leave a legacy gift to help after you are gone? If you want to join other parishioners
and leave this parish and/or other Catholic related organizations in your will, the
Church recommends you do it via naming The Catholic Foundation, because they were
created over 25 years ago and exist independently from the Church to safeguard assets
and ensure what you want done with your gift is done.



St. Paul in 1 Cor 9:25 says: “Every athlete exercises discipline in every way. They do it
to win a perishable crown, but we an imperishable one.” Would you rather win a
trophy in this life or an eternal one?

St. John of God said: “Give alms, my brethren. Give alms for the love of yourselves.”
God’s word repeatedly and unambiguously assures us we should trust in God and be
generous stewards of what he has allowed us to have. We can’t be too generous with
God, who gave us this life, and then gave His life to save us for eternal life - let us make
sure that our faith in that is manifested in our living and in our giving so that when we
die, we are excited to “receive recompense, according to what we did in the body.”

And then, may we all look forward to receiving that “imperishable crown” and hearing
these words from Jesus himself for all those who are generous from Mt 25:34: "Come,
you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world." God bless you!



