
November 9, 2025:  John 2:13-22 

What do I have zeal for? 

Homily Takeaway 

Christ calls us to live with a zeal for the things of God, not merely for the things of this 
world. The true temple is not made of stone or wealth, but is found in Christ — and through 
Him, in each of us. The question for every disciple is: What consumes my zeal — earthly 
treasures or eternal life with the Father? 

Suggested Opening Question: 

• “What are you passionate about?   What do you show zeal for, the kind of zeal that 
Jesus shows in our Gospel today?  Is that zeal going to prepare you for eternal life 
with the Heavenly Father?” 

Talking Points 

1. Jesus Shows Zeal for His Father’s House 

• Jesus’ actions in the temple are shocking and deliberate. 

• He is not being “out of character” — He is fully revealing His love and reverence for 
His Father. 

• “Zeal for your house will consume me” (Psalm 69:9). 

• True worship is not about transactions or appearances but about relationship, 
reverence, and communion with God. 

2. The Temple Is More Than a Building 

• The temple was the heart of Israel’s faith — but Jesus reorients their understanding. 

• “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.” — He is speaking of His 
Body, the new and eternal temple. 

• The place of God’s presence is no longer confined to a structure — it is revealed in 
the person of Christ and, through Him, in His Church. 

• We too are temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19). 

3. Earthly Zeal vs. Eternal Zeal 

• It is easy to be consumed by zeal for what does not last — success, possessions, 
status, control. 



• Jesus is calling us to ask: What am I most passionate about? 

o My house or the Father’s house? 

o My agenda or the Kingdom of God? 

o My comfort or eternal communion with Him? 

• Zeal for earthly things fades; zeal for eternal life bears fruit forever. 

4. Letting Jesus Cleanse the Temple of Our Hearts 

• Just as He cleansed the Jerusalem temple, Jesus wants to cleanse the “temple” of 
our souls. 

• He overturns not tables of coins, but the clutter of pride, attachments, and 
distractions. 

• This is not punishment — it is mercy. 

• Lent is not the only time for cleansing; every day is a chance to allow Him to reorder 
our loves toward eternity.   

• Jesus wants to cleanse you just like he cleansed the temple.    This requires that we 
open our hearts and our actions to the workings of God in our life. 

• Where do you need to be cleansed so that your zeal can truly be for God and for 
loving God? 

Suggested Closing Line for the Homily 

• “Zeal for God’s house consumed Jesus. May a holy zeal for eternal life with the 
Father consume us too — not a zeal for what will fade away, but for what will endure 
forever in Him.” 

Additional Resources 

1. Scripture References 

• Psalm 69:9 — “Zeal for your house consumes me.” 

• 1 Corinthians 3:16–17 — “You are God’s temple.” 

• Matthew 6:19–21 — “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

• Colossians 3:1–2 — “Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.” 

2. Church Teaching 



• Catechism of the Catholic Church §§ 583–586 — Jesus and the Temple. 

• CCC §§ 2095–2100 — True worship and reverence for God. 

• Lumen Gentium §1 — The Church as a sign and instrument of communion with God. 

• Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium §183–184 — A missionary zeal grounded in joy. 

 


